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Referendum 2018 Frequently Asked Questions
1. What is included in the referendum proposal?
A new 600 student middle school to be located on the current District owned Lewes property and an expansion to Cape 
Henlopen High School for additional classrooms, offices, Sussex Consortium classrooms and cafeteria space.  The 
referendum also includes an increase in current expense taxes to address operating expenses associated with opening 
an additional middle school building.

2. Are there projects in this proposal that are not included in the referendum?
Yes, the Sussex Consortium classrooms planned for Cape Henlopen High School are funded 100% by the State of 
Delaware. 

3. When is the referendum vote? Where? Who can vote? Can I vote absentee?
The referendum will be held on March 20, 2018.  Polling locations will be Cape Henlopen High School, Mariner Middle 
School, and Rehoboth Elementary School.  All citizens of the State of Delaware who reside in the Cape Henlopen 
School District and who are 18 years of age or older (by federal law) are eligible to vote (proof of identity and residence 
is required).  It is not necessary that a prospective voter be registered to vote in a general election to vote in this election.  
Absentee voting will be provided through the Department of Elections. Individuals eligible to vote by absentee ballot 
should contact the Department of Elections for Sussex County at 302-856-5367.

4. What is the current enrollment trend? Is more capacity needed?
In September 2017, the enrollment for our district was 5,451.  In 2001 the enrollment was 4,150 students and in 2012 
the enrollment was 4,930 students.  We have grown by 1,301 students since 2001.  A population study completed in 
2007 predicted Cape Henlopen School District to grow to 5,939 students by 2020 and 6,890 students by 2030.

5. How will the project be funded?
The district will contribute 40% of the total amount of the major capital improvement projects through this referendum to 
authorize the issuance of bonds based on tax rates established with past referendums and the State will contribute the 
remaining 60% of the total project amount.  The Sussex Consortium high school classrooms will be funded 100% by the 
State.

6. How much will the major capital improvements cost?
The total of all projects will cost $55,578,900. The local portion funded through referendum would be $21,381,200.

7. How much will this increase my property taxes? What is the new debt service tax 
rate the school District is seeking?
Thanks to a unique set of circumstances, we are able to ask our community for approval to build these new projects 
without raising debt service taxes above the pre-approved rates from past referendums. 

8. How is it possible for no debt service tax increase over previous approved tax rates?
Our assessment base continues to grow. The new homes and businesses being built are contributing towards the debt 
that was authorized in previous referendums. The State of Delaware’s strong bond rating has also allowed us to borrow 
at lower rates than anticipated.  We continue to pay off some previously issued bonds and pay down others, reducing 
our district’s debt.  The State of Delaware will fund 60% of the new construction costs if referendum is approved.

9. Is there a current operating expense included in the proposal?
Yes , opening an additional middle school building and expanding the high school will cause an increase in district utility 
costs, staffing costs and other operational expenses.

10. How much will the current operating expense cost?
The proposed increase in current operating expense tax is 5 cents per $100 of assessed valuation effective July 1, 2019 
and then an additional 15 cents per $100 of assessed valuation effective July 1, 2022 (for a total of 20 cents per $100 of 
assessed valuation) will be used for current operating expenses. For the average household in our district, this equates 
to approximately $11.55 per year starting July 1, 2019 and an additional $34.65 per year starting July 1, 2022.

11. Is there tax reflief for senior citizens?
Yes, information can be found by calling 302-855-7824 or by visiting the website: 
http://finance.delaware.gov/publications/proptax/propmain.shtml.

12. How does this building proposal fit into the District’s long-range facility plan?
The District’s recent referendums approved the completion of the final phase of the former long-range plan.  This referen-
dum will address the new long-range plan of addressing our middle school and high school enrollment and capacity 
issues.

13. What is the timeline for construction and occupancy?
If the referendum were successful on March 20, 2018, then construction and occupancy would depend on when the 
State of Delaware funds the projects.  Best-case scenarios would have the high school expansion opening Fall 2021 and 
the middle school opening Fall 2023

14. Why now?
Cape Henlopen School District enrollment has grown from 4,150 students in 2001 to 5,451 students in September 2017.  
This is an increase of 1,301 students since 2001.  Population studies show our enrollment will continue to increase 
significantly over the next 20 years.  The proposed high school expansion and proposed additional middle school will 
give us the additional capacity we need to keep up with enrollment growth.    The State of Delaware has recognized the 
need for these building projects and has agreed to contribute $34,197,700 if we are able to pass a local referendum to 
raise the other $21,381,200.  Cape Henlopen School District was the only school district in the State to receive an 
approved major capital request Certificate of Necessity this year.  The State recognized the need of our request 
based on enrollment and capacity.  All projects requested by other school districts were denied this year by the 
State.

15. Didn’t we just have a referendum?
Yes, the referendums in 2014 and 2016 addressed the long-range facility plan to expand the middle schools and replace 
and renovate all elementary schools to address the enrollment and capacity issues as well as the age and condition of 
existing elementary schools.  Elementary school capacity will be sufficient after construction of projects approved from 
these past referendums.  The 2018 referendum is needed to address the capacity and enrollment issues as the 
elementary students continue onto middle school and high school and as overall district enrollment continues to rise.  

16. How will these projects improve student safety?
Students will be in modernized buildings that will be equipped with the latest safety enhancements and design. 

17. With money from the State, why is a referendum needed?
The state only commits 60% of the total major capital project and the remaining 40% of the project must be obtained 
through local referendum.  Sussex Consortium costs are 100% paid by the State and are not part of this referendum.

18. What happens if the referendum does not pass?
Cape Henlopen School District would be further delayed in addressing the needs of the middle schools and high school.  
Modular classrooms would again be needed in the district to accommodate the enrollment growth (approximate cost of 
a modular classroom building over a 5-year lease is $128,000).  State funding that is currently available to the district 
may not be available in future years if the referendum is not successful this year.

19. Where will the new middle school be located?
Cape Henlopen School District is very fortunate to have enough space available on current school sites in Lewes to 
accommodate the new building and athletic fields.  The main building will be located on the current Shields Elementary 
site and the athletic fields will be part of the campus connection located behind the Lewes School building and the Fred 
Thomas building. 

20. What will be included in the high school expansion?
The high school expansion will include 20 additional classrooms, office space, cafeteria expansion, auxiliary buildings 
onsite, site improvements and 4-6 Sussex Consortium classrooms.  Expansion will occur at the current site and the 
new addition will be connected to the existing building

21. Why should I support the referendum when I do not have school age children? How 
do the schools benefit the community?
Cape Henlopen School District facilities are used frequently by community members and outside organizations, to 
enhance community activities.  Homes in communities with successful schools are likely to increase in their property 
values.  

22. How was the proposed plan developed?
The plan was developed through the work of a Facilities Task Force.  The Board of Education then deliberated on the 
plan and decided on the final major capital proposal.  The State of Delaware approved the plan and issued a Certificate 
of Necessity in October 2017.  

23. Will this new construction change school attendance zones?
Middle school attendance zones will need to be addressed since the District will be increasing from two middle schools 
to three middle schools.

24. Will there be community referendum informational meetings prior to the election? 
When and where will they occur?
Yes, community meetings will be held in Milton, Lewes, and Rehoboth Beach.  Dates, times, and meeting locations will 
be announced through local media and Cape Henlopen’s website.

25. What is special about this referendum?
We are in an exciting position to provide our increasing enrollment with state-of-the-art facilities from grades K-12th 
without increasing debt service tax rates above previously approved rates!  The State of Delaware has recognized our 
tremendous need for increased capacity by awarding us a Certificate of Necessity for the projects.  Cape was the only 
district to receive approval to proceed with projects this year! 

26. How can I learn more about the building plan and referendum?
You can learn more by visiting www.capehenlopenschools.com/referendum2018 and clicking on the Referendum link.  
You can also contact Bob Fulton at 302-645-6686 / Brian Bassett at 302-644-7906, or email 
referendum@cape.k12.de.us.
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